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House of Representatives 
The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GINGREY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, September 19, 2006. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable PHIL 
GINGREY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 31, 2006, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) for 5 min-
utes. 

f 

IRAQIS MUST ASSUME MORE 
RESPONSIBILITY 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, thank 
you. 

I am very concerned about Iraq. Very 
concerned. The weather vane of the 
Iraqi fight has shifted clearly to the 
Iraqis. It is theirs to win or lose. Gen-
eral John Abizaid stated yesterday, 
‘‘It’s very, very clear that in order to 
win in Iraq, the Iraqis have to assume 
more and more responsibility.’’ 

Last week, there were two develop-
ments in Iraq that I feel need to be 

highlighted. First, the Marine Corps’ 
chief of intelligence in Iraq has report-
edly described the situation in the 
Sunni-dominated Anbar province as 
‘‘politically’’ lost to al Qaeda. The sec-
ond is the plan to secure Baghdad from 
the insurgents by encircling it with, 
for lack of a better word, a moat. The 
idea of a moat went out of style in the 
middle ages. Both of these reports 
paint a less than rosy picture of how 
we are faring in this war that has al-
ready cost so much in blood and treas-
ure. These two developments indicate 
that our level of effort is insufficient to 
maintain control of the country. 

On the basis of these and other re-
ports, some analysts determined that 
the solution to our problems in Bagh-
dad and the Anbar province is to send 
more troops to Iraq. This might sound 
like a plausible course of action except 
for the fundamental problem that there 
are no more units to send to Iraq. Oh, 
certainly we can surge units forward 
into combat, but there is no way we 
can sustain that increase for any sig-
nificant period of time. The adminis-
tration’s poor planning and poor stra-
tegic choices in Iraq have depleted our 
military of equipment and manpower. 
Iraq has become a black hole, sapping 
our strategic base of resources. The 
readiness situation has become so bad 
that our nondeployed combat brigades 
report that if called today, they may 
not be fully ready to complete all of 
their wartime missions. 

The fact that our ground force readi-
ness has fallen to such a dangerous 
level risks emboldening our enemies 
both in Iraq and elsewhere in the 
world. We must act now to reverse this 
decline. Certainly spending more 
money on Army and Marine Corps 
readiness will help. The Congress has 
provided additional funds to reset 
Army and Marine Corps equipment. 
But even with that increased funding, 
it will take some time for our units to 
get healthy again. I also strongly urge 

the administration to submit a budget 
that realistically reflects the services’ 
needs. 

But unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, ad-
ditional money will not be enough. We 
do not have the luxury of staying the 
course. The conflict in Iraq has de-
pleted our ground forces and placed 
this country at strategic risk. We must 
start making significant progress in 
Iraq now, and the best way to do it is 
by transitioning the responsibility for 
Iraqi security to the Iraqis. I urge the 
administration to redouble its efforts 
to train and equip the Iraqi security 
forces. 

f 

COMBATING CORRUPTION 
REQUIRES EXPANDING FREEDOM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 31, 2006, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. STEARNS) is recognized during 
morning hour debates for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, accord-
ing to the State Department, inter-
national corruption costs American 
companies that play by the rules many 
billions of dollars in lost exports. Cor-
ruption impedes government efforts to 
deliver basic efforts to citizens, weak-
ens confidence in democracy, and is 
often linked to international criminal 
activity. It causes rampant economic 
inefficiency, interferes with capital 
markets, and obviously contributes to 
poverty. 

Transparency International is a glob-
al not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to the fight against corruption. Trans-
parency puts out annual reports on the 
state of corruption worldwide, trying 
to measure whether we are winning or 
losing that fight. 

This fight is a top priority for the 
U.S. Departments of State, Justice and 
Commerce. My colleagues, since 1979, 
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, OECD, has 
had a convention against corruption 
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